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between the islands. The climate is rather damp and malarial,
and not attractive to Europeans, Coconuts, sandalwood^
rubber and fruits are the chief products.

TONGA
The Tongan or Friendly islands, the latter being the
name given them by Captain Cook, form a native kingdom
under British protection the Protectorate being established
in 1900. There are three groups of islands, but the centre
of government is on Tongatabu, the largest island in the
group. The Tongans are Polynesians, intelligent, courteous
and hospitable people, who take life easily.
Though formerly turbulent, the islands in 1845 settled
down under the rule of King Tubon I, who opened the
country to various missionary bodies. One missionary sub-
sequently became Prime Minister. King Tubon I died in
1893 ^ was succeeded by his grandson, Tubon II, under
whose rule the islands were placed by consent under British
protection. On his death in 1918, Queen Salote succeeded.
The Queen governs through a Prime Minister (until recently
the Prince Consort) and a cabinet council composed of
Tongans and Europeans, with a small Legislative Assembly.
Life in Tonga is. peaceful, the climate is healthy and
there is no poverty or unemployment, since every Tongan
is entided to an allotment of land for his own cultivation
and the soil is fertile. Education is compulsory, and medical
work and the public services are well organized. The popula-
tion of 32,000 is increasing. They are good agriculturists
and fishermen, and the chief exports are copra and bananas.
It is on the whole a model South Sea island community,
pursuing a tranquil and ordered existence under the pro-
tection of the British flag.